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STATEMENT OF MAJOR GROUPS AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS ON “2020-2030: 

A Decade to Deliver a Transformed and Prosperous Africa through the 2030 

Agenda and Agenda 2063” AT THE 6TH AFRICA REGIONAL FORUM ON 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, 

VICTORIA FALLS, 27th FEBRUARY, 2020 

 

Thank you Chair,  

 

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentleman, It is my pleasure and 

honor to deliver this statement on behalf of Major Groups and Other Stakeholders in Africa 

under the Africa Regional Civil Society Engagement Mechanism which was officially 

launched here in Victoria Falls on Monday 24th February 2020.  

  

As members of Major Groups and other Stakeholders in Africa, we highly appreciate 

UNECA’s  and the African Union Commission’s commitment to engage with Major Groups 

and Other Stakeholders. We also appreciate their recognition of our role as a partner 

towards realizing Sustainable Development in Africa; and the support that we have 

received towards the establishment of the Africa Regional Civil Society Engagement 

Mechanism, a mechanism that we believe is going to accelerate our actions towards the 

realization of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063. 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentleman 

 

We are now in the 7th year of the Agenda 2063 implementation and the 5th year of the 

2030 Agenda  implementation. Together with the progress made, Africa still remains the 

region with significantly high levels of poverty, with gaps in access and quality of social 

economic services, and with growing unemployment and inequalities rates. 

 

The assessments made are telling us that if we are to continue with the current pace of 

implementation then we are unlikely to realize the two agendas in the region. 

 

As Major Groups and Other Stakeholders, we believe that we all have a role to play in 

accelerating sustainable solutions to eradicate extreme poverty, tackle inequalities, fight 

climate change, conquer injustice and gender inequality, and in-turn deliver on the 2030 

Agenda and Agenda 2063.  

 

Inline with the Decade of Action, and with focus on the key elements of Sustainable 

Development (the 5Ps): People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnership; we commit 

ourselves and  call on member states, UN agencies, the private sector, civil society and 

other stakeholders to drastically accelerate progress in the region. 
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On People: Goals 1 (No poverty), 2 (Zero hunger), 3 (Good health and well-being), 4 

(Quality education) and 5 (Gender equality) we recommend: 

● Member states to urgently monitor, report and publish progress beyond the 
national average to understand and measure intersectionality of group-based 
inequalities in various contexts as part of the Voluntary National Reviews 
processes and to increase investment in disaggregated data monitoring 
systems;  

● Progressively increase public investment, in line with agreed targets, and the 
provision of quality, inclusive, accessible and affordable health (through 
universal health coverage), education and social protection services for all 
segments of society; 

● Increase avenues for meaningful and inclusive participation of all stakeholders, 
including children, youth, older persons, people with disabilities, women, 
adolescents, girls, internally displaced people, refugees, indigenous peoples and 
other marginalized groups, in decision-making, implementation and 
accountability processes around the SDGs and Agenda 2063; and 

● Establish mechanisms for joint national implementation of the 2030 Agenda and 
Agenda 2063 through the national development plans. 
 
 

On Prosperity: Goals 7 (Affordable and clean energy), 8 (Decent work and economic 

growth), 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure), 10 (Reduced inequalities) and 11 

(Sustainable cities and communities) we recommend: 

 

• National and sub-national governments to invest in the transition towards 100% 

renewable energy, as well as in climate resilient infrastructure, and low 

emission development in both cities and rural areas that are gender sensitive, 

foster principle of just transition, and incorporates the needs of vulnerable 

groups.  

• Governments to design and implement pro-decent work macroeconomic 
policies and strategies supported by progressive minimum wage policies above 
the national poverty lines, and transition from the informal to formal economies. 

• Promote inclusive policies that address women’s domestic care work, enhance 
equity and opportunities for all, supported by availability of disaggregated data.  

• Structural transformation of African economies through commodity-based 
industrialization, technology skills transfer, investment in active labour market 
policies and programs, quality public education especially in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) subjects and systematically take 
measures to reduce skills mismatch. 
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On Planet: Goals 6 (Clean water and sanitation), 12 (Responsible consumption and 

production), 13 (Climate action), 14 (Life below water) and 15 (Life on land) we 

recommend: 

• Enhanced understanding of the interconnections between political decisions 
and scientific knowledge as well as the knowledge, views, traditions and 
involvement of the vulnerable groups. 

• Tackling the root causes and drivers of planetary destruction and the 
implementation of gender responsive policies and enable access to water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) and waste reduction plans that embody socio-
economic benefits and environment awareness.  

• Engagement of smallholder famers in decision making processes including 
access to market and for investment in ecotourism as a means of protecting 
biodiversity.  
 
 

On Peace: Goal 16 (Peace, justice and strong institutions) we recommend: 

● Active engagement of all vulnerable and marginalized groups including women 

and youth in global peace building and conflict resolution processes through 

preparing and implementing various plans, decisions and resolutions. 

● Member states to support local initiatives on conflict resolution, peace building 

and combating terrorism, violence, extremism and xenophobia, and work 

towards resolving existing social, political, cultural conflicts.  

● Unlocking civic spaces and protecting all human rights defenders and media 

workers; hence, protecting and promoting freedom of expression, assembly and 

association, and respecting all international conventions that promote human 

rights. 

● The adoption of progressive, transparent and accountability frameworks to 

implement effective mechanisms that ensure access to information and 

monitoring from different stakeholders such as CSOs, media and citizens. 

● Member states to ratify, domesticate, implement and periodically report on 

regional and international conventions and protocols that respond to good 

governance and the rule of law.  

 

And finally,  

On Partnership: Goal 17 (Partnerships for the Goals) we recommend: 

• The adoption of a multi-stakeholder approach that fosters social dialogue 
among various interest groups and the vulnerable; who should be properly 
represented, in the spirit of living no one behind. 
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• Governments should invest in institutions that generate data and also 
recognise citizen generated data to resolve the data-paucity problem; this data 
should be used to benchmark and monitor the progress in the implementation 
of the SDGs and Agenda 2063, and be disseminated in a user friendly and 
accessible manner.  

• Governments should adopt clear SDGs and Agenda 2063 financing 
mechanisms with an emphasise on domestic resource mobilization, the curbing 
of the illicit financial flows (IFFs), and monitoring of the involvement of the 
private sector. 

• Resolving the shrinking civic space and the over-regulation of CSOs and trade 
unions and recognise them as actors in development. 

• Strengthening and promotion of indigenous knowledge systems as alternative 
interventions to the many challenges facing humanity. 

 

I Thank You. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 


